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found California’s present corps 

field workers than the subject 
our sketch—R. Beck. Having lived 
for years Berryessa, Cal., which al- 
most suburb San Jose, nestling 
the foot the western slope the Mt. 
Hamilton range, has been within 
easy reach most interesting coun- 
try and where much his work has 
been done. 

Mr. Beck first began practical collect- 
ing 1889 and few years pos- 
sessed excellent oological collection 
native species. Among his earlier 
good finds were several pairs Dotted 
Canon Wrens which were annual con- 
tributors interesting sets eggs 
which time few sets the species were 
collections. His work among the 
birds has all times been active and 
result possesses valuable collec- 
tion study material skins. Mr. 
Beck has followed taxidermy ardently 
for years and has put forth some excel- 
lent groups, while others are process 
the present time. 

the Alviso marsh San Francis- 
Bay 1891, Mr. Beck secured two 
specimens form the Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow which were the first taken 
the coast and unlike the eastern spe- 
cies. The form was described Mr. 
Robt. Ridgway and named Mr. Beck’s 
honor, Ammodramus caudacutus becki. 
The marsh mentioned has yielded 


more active ornithologists are 


number Black and Yellow Rail 
Mr. Beck’s prowess. 

For some years previous Major 
Bendire’s death Mr. Beck sent him 
many valuable notes the nesting 
little-known species which his extended 
field work had permitted him secure. 
Monterey Co., 1891, collected 
anest and four eggs the Rufous- 
crowned Sparrow which were secured 
Major Bendire for the National Mu- 
seum. Nearthe same locality met 
with the Black Swift niger) 
and his notes were subsequently em- 
bodied Major Bendire’s work. 

1896 Mr. Beck company with 
Mr. Osgood made extended 
trip through the Sierra Nevada Moun- 
tains Central California, spending 
most the summer the field and his 
good fortune again bore fruit. Two 
sets eggs special interest sci- 
ence were taken; June 10, 1896, 
located nest the Hermit Warbler 
5000 feet altitude, placed feet 
pine, and dint carrying heavy 
ladder hillside secured 
the first positively authentic nest and 
eggs this warbler. (Proc. Cooper 
Club, IV, 79). June 
18, 1896, Mr. Beck collected nest and 
four eggs the Western Evening 
Grosbeak near the same locality having 
found building week before. 
was the first set this species known 
science and together with the set 
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Hermit Warbler found its way the 
National Museum, Cooper Orn. 
Club, Nidologist 3). 

June, 1897, Mr. Beck was called 
from his camp the Sierras San 
Francisco where became member 
the Frank Webster expedition un- 
der command Harris and spent 
seven months collecting the Gala- 
pagos Archipelago. The expedition 
brought back much new 
material which went into the Roths- 
child collection Mr. Beck 
was honored having species 
named after him. was 
from this expedition that the Giant Tor- 
toise shown the plate was secured. 

Mr. Beck has made two collecting 
trips Santa Cruz Island and others 
the channel group where secured 
considerable material special interest, 
among them being specimens the 
Island Shrike from which the type was 
described Dr. Edgar Mearns 
the for July, 1898, 
also took the 
first recorded nests and eggs the San- 
Cruz Jay Santa Cruz Island, 
from all which work one may judge 
the extreme energy Mr. Beck 
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field worker. His skill sportsman 
not less pronounced than his careful 
work ornithology, and withal 
true naturalist, lover the rod, gun 
ception art nature and modesty 
for the value his scientific work. Mr. 
collecting grounds cover 
ged country but yield several sets 
Golden Eagle each year, due more 
tireless energy than good fortune. 
member the Cooper Club since 1894 
Mr. Beck has held the offices presi- 
dent and vice president and contributed 
the advancement the Club. 

The plate herewith given represents 
Mr. Beck mounting his Giant Tortoise 
from the Galapagos Islands. ‘The tor- 
toise lived for almost year after its ar- 
rival Berryessa and seemed thrive 
upon diet cactus and would all 
probability have lived many years 
enjoy the climate the San- 
Clara Valley had not evil 
evening forgotten draw its head! 
frost came, the tortoise was nipped 
the bud, and present the very 
natural picture Mr. Beck putting the 
finishing touches excellent 
pose the tortoise. 
mm TR 


The Genus Junco Califernia. 


BY HENRY B. KAKDING, TAYLORSVILLE, CAL. 


| Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, July 1 1899.] 


State California may 
divided into three sections, 

each having its characteristic cli- 
mate and subsequent pecuiiarities 
flora and fauna, and the 
gist particularly interesting note 
the influence that these climatic condi- 
tions bring bear upon the avifauna 
the state. 

‘The first these sections the Coast 
Range Mts. from the vicinity Mon- 
terey, northward. Here have 
cool, moist region, great altitude, 
subject sea breezes and fogs. 
birds this section show distinct traces 
northern characteristics, for in- 
stance, stelleri, Bubo virgini- 
anus saturatus, Oreortyx ete. 
While course the southern end 
this area some the forms merge into 
their southern races are in- 
termediate form, one moves north 


along the coast, the races become more 
distinct until the pronounced forms 
the northern states are reached. 
this strip coast and nowhere else 
that typical found, 
and only the northern part 
this section that anything approaching 


Junco hyemalis oregonus may found 


breeding. 

The second section may called the 
“low-lands” and comprises the broad 
valleys the Sacramento and San Joa- 
quin rivers, with their adjacent rolling 
country. Here will 
found the birds loving hot, compara- 
tively dry atmosphere—a profusion 
blackbirds, meadowlarks, Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, These birds reach their 
greatest abundance this region, al- 
though they spread more loss plenti- 
fully all over the state. 

Lastly and the most distinct any, 
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have the great “Snowy Mountains,” 
Sierra Nevada, extending almost 
the entire length the state along its 
eastern border. These form continu- 
ous chain, rearing their heads 
height from 9,000 11,000 feet above 
the sea level with their bases the 
west resting the broad California 
valleys, and with passes over their sum- 
mit ranging from 5,000 10,000 feet 
altitude. The pass the Southern Pa- 
cific Railroad Truckee low com- 
parison some others, Sonora Pass 
Tuolumne county being ft. high. 
this great section California en- 
counter avifauna different from the 
rest the state. Here the home 
Oreortyx pictus plumiferus, Contopus 
borealis, Passerella iliaca megarhyn- 
cha, Zonotrichia leucophrys, 
others which breed the slopes 
these mountains and migrate westward 
into the valleys winter. west- 
ern migration is, with many species, the 
only migration, while with others, such 
and others migration takes 
place after the valleys are reached 
the fall. 

Southern California, south Mon- 
terey Bay and the lower end the 
Sierras, might possibly set aside 
fourth avian section; has character- 
istics which none the others have, 
being close the arid deserts Ari- 
zona, Texas and New Mexico, but 
seems less distinct than any 
the three have mentioned, and appar- 
ently intermediate ground for the 
birds all, thus showing mixed bird 
life. are more interesting 
work with and watch than the Junco; 
the trim little plumage, sprightly and 
confiding air, the neat nests and dainty 
eggs all have charm. California has, 
species this genus recorded within its 
and two casual stragglers. 

The most abundant and most widely 
distributed form thur- 
ANTHONY (1). This form differs 
from oregonus having (2) “the sides 
paler and less extensively pinkish; dor- 
sal patch paler and more sharply de- 
fined.” ‘The description the type 


follows: male. (Type No. 
3072; Anthony, Wilson’s 
Peak, Cal., May 24, 1890; 
ber, collector.) Head all 
against the white breast and pale chest- 
nut dorsal patch; lower parts and under 
tail coverts pure white; sides pale pink- 
ish, grayish flanks; wings 
blackish, former with slightly hoary 
edgings the primaries; three lateral 
retrices white, the third with inner web 
broadly blackish; bill and feet flesh 
color.” 

This the common junco Califor- 
nia and ranges apparently throughout 
the Sierras and their tributary spurs 
from San Diego county the south 
Mt. Lassen the north; undoubted- 
reaches farther north still but have 
doing. During the summer juncos may 
the Sierras, but not rule lower then 
3,000 feet, breeding. The breeding dates 
vary with the altitude and eggs may 
found 4,000 feet May and late 
July fresh eggs have been taken 
9,000 feet altitude. the 
Sierrgs the latest recorded set was 
taken June Mt. Wilson (4). 
Three four eggs are the usual num- 
ber set and rarely five. nest 
practically the same that other 
species the genus, placed 
ground, though are cases 
ord nests being placed trees and 
fall the birds congregate and 
move westward, through 
regions into the valleys. winter 
the mountain valleys varying alti- 
tudes, while large numbers work down 
into the valley region Central Cali- 
fornia. Junco common 
resident the Laguna Mts. 
California. 

Junco oregonus found 
the typical form Oregon during the 
summer and may possibly extend uth- 
ward into the California Coast Range, 
but the most the juncos breeding 
the northern part California and 
the Coast Range north San Francisco 
are intermediate between 
and These birds south- 
ward winter and may 


BULLETIN THE COOPER ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 


large numbers the rolling country 
about San Francisco Bay and the 
northward. 

The type locality 
pinosus Monterey, California, and 
here may noted peculiarity the 
coast region from San Francisco south- 
ward through Santa Cruz and Mon- 
terey. This region has some birds 
practically the same character are 
found the Oreortyx, 
and while the 
Sierra Nevadas these birds all seek 
high altitudes breed, the coast 
they are found breeding from sea level 
region were separated Mr. 
Loomis and carry very striking char- 
acters, the most conspicuous being the 
bright rufous reddish 
which much more pronounced than 
either oregonus thurberi. These 
juncos are common the vicinity 
Monterey during summer and during 
the breeding season are the only ones 
found there, but soon the young 
are fledged the birds wander. Mr. 
Cohen has taken typical 
Alameda during the late fall and win- 
ter, while Mr. Emerson took large 
series juncos Monterey and found 
tween oregonus and thurberi, than pin- 
osus. ‘This may accounted for the 
fact that they were taken the close 
the breeding season. Point 
Pinos Junco begins breeding early and 
fully fledged young have been taken 
May and undoubtedly the majority 
the birds were the move and 
mingling with the first the juncos from 
counties north the Bay. nest 
and eggs the Pt. Pinos Junco appar- 
ently not differ from those Thur- 
ber’s Junco. 

The Slate-colored Junco hy- 
emalis) frequently taken Cali- 
fornia. recorded from Battle 
Creek, 1898, and two Saint 
Helena, 1899, from Los An- 
geles Co. (5); San Diego Co., 1884 (6); 
Gridley, Butte Co., (7); Haywards, 1880 
Emerson (8); Amador Co., Kaeding, 
1895. These were all taken winter 
believe. only record the oc- 
currence /unco caniceps California 
which can find the single specimen, 


female, taken Mr. Judson 
near Pasadena, Oct. 26, 1894. 

1. Zoe. 1, p. 238. Issued Nov. 13, 1800. @. Ibid. 
3- Zoe, 1, p. 239, Nov. 13, 1890. 4. Grinnell’s Birds of 
the Pac. Slope of Los Angeles Co., p. 28. g. Ibid. 


6. Belding, Land Birds of the Pacific District, p. 159. 


Mr. JOHN WILLARD Oakland 
returned July after eight 
weeks’ outing and collecting 
Lassen County 5,000 feet elevation. 
Yellow, and Macgillivray’s 
Warblers were the only ones seen. 
June several nests the Western 
Martin were found, but eggs had 
been laid and the birds deserted. 
June lone nest was investigated 
and contained three half-grown young 
and two addled eggs. Other nests were 
seen but could not reached. ‘Two 
broods the White-cheeked Goose 
were observed Eagle Lake, near 
which place the farmers report them 
nesting plentifully favorable years. 
Mr. Willard secured many interesting 
skins, the region being prolific wood- 
peckers. 


the taking nest and five fresh eggs 
the Californian Towhee Pescadero, 
Cal., July both the size the set 
and late date being unusual, while Wm. 
Kobbe Ft. Mason, San Francisco, 
records set six eggs the House 
Finch taken from nest ten feet 
dragon tree. The nest and eggs were 
usual, aside from the size the set. 
Evidently prolific year with the birds! 


MCGREGOR Palo Alto 
will accompany the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey steamer 
sounding expedition the Hawaiian 
Islands official photographer. The 
steamer leaves San Francisco Sep- 
tember and will return the spring, 
going thence Alaska. 


recent hunting trip into the 
mountains Monterey county Messrs. 
essa invaded the home the Black 
Swift niger), several speci- 
mens being secured. The swifts were 
frequenting oak-covered hillsides. 


| 
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Nesting the Western Flycatcher San Gabriel Canon. 


BY H. J. LELAND, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


[Read before the Southern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Dec. 29, 1898. | 


west fork the San Gabriel 
the longest, most picturesque and 
most beautiful canon that have 

had the pleasure visiting the 

Sierra Nevada Mts. was 

canon between the first and fifteenth 

June the seasons 1896 

that had excellent opportunity 

watching this flycatcher its summer 
home. the darkest parts the 
canon where the walls are close to- 
gether and the alders thickest, one will 
always find the Western Flycatcher 
during the breeding 
building begins not earlier than May 
and fresh eggs are rarely found after 

June 10, excepting where the bird has 

been deprived her first set. 

Only one brood reared and after 
incubation has begun the female, unless 
disturbed, does not leave the nest, be- 
ing fed the male, who often the 
cause the nest being found while 
performing this location, 
these nests vary considerably. 1896 
when visited thls canon company 
with Mr. Groesbeck collected 
eleven full sets eggs with nests, and 
with single exception all were taken 
from various situations water alders, 
such natural cavities, 
peckers’ holes, between the trunk and 
loose bark and the main crotches. 
The exception was taken Mr. Groes- 
beck from one the sides the canon, 
small ledge covered with moss. 


When again visited this canon 
1898 the location the nests was re- 
versed. found more than fifteen 
nests but only succeeded 
eight sets eggs, the other nests either 
containing young eggs which in- 
cubation was far advanced. these 
but two were found The first 
was taken June from between the 
trunk and loose bark water alder; 
the nest was eight feet from the ground 
and contained four nearly fresh eggs. 
The other was found two days later and 
was situated close the edge large 
hole the under side hollow log 
which had fallen across the stream. 
The nest was about four feet above the 
water and contained three eggs, two 
which were pipped. Had not been 
fishing this nest would probably have 
escaped notice, flushed the bird 
just was about pass under the 
log. The other nests found were 
small holes the bank, ledges, 
usually where there was abundance 
moss and varied from two fifteen 
feet from the bed the canon. all 
cases the nests were well protected 
from rain and any loose rock which 
might roll down from the sides the 
cliffs. The nests taken from the bank 
were nearly all composed 
while those taken from the trees were 
lined with fine grasses and other ma- 
terial. 


ERY little seems known 

vray’s Warblerin Alameda county. 
Mr. Taylor found nest May 
containing two eggs, but the birds had 
deserted the nest his next visit. 
friend mine found nest last year 
among the bracken near the same local- 
noticed the bird the county, when 
saw Redwood canon where 


have subsequently seen these warblers 
breeding season. 

1896 flushed pair near Contra 
Costa Co. from brushy ravine with 
small brook running through it. The 
birds had evidently nested among the 
thick bracken growing close the 
brook and extending along about 
forty feet and the side hill forty 
fifty feet. This was about June and 
two young birds were noted, not yet 


able fly. from this pair 
adults noted male and two more 
mile further on. several other places 
along the creeks found birds May 
and June and this year toward the last 
May discovered completed nest 
near where had seen the young two 
years ago. The nest was about ten 
inches off the ground among 
described. part the ferns 
see the nest and the parents made quite 
fuss, but the premises 
discovered ten days later. 

seems common trait with 
this warbler desert its nest after dis- 
covery. friend found nest this 
county June containing two fresh 
eggs and visiting June held 
more. 7th both went 
and the female was incubating her two 
eggs. nest was eight ten inches 
from the ground among 
berry vines the creek bank 
open part. The same collector took 
nest and four fresh eggs two miles from 
this site June 

Macgillivray’s Warbler shy, retiring 
and rather more common than expected 
sought for without too 
Mr. Emerson reports this species 
Haywards various seasons fol- 
lows:—Female shot May 1881; 
nest five downy young May 22, 
1881, creek bank thick brambles 
feet from the ground; male seen 
May 27, 1883, along creek; three males 
ravine April 12, 1895; two 
males seen April 18, 1897, 
brush the hills. 

COHEN. 

Alameda, Cal. 


Notes the Nesting the 
Nuthatch. 


bird 
classed common. resident 


this locality, but notwithstanding, 
several pairs succeed raising brood 
season they not increase, al- 
though pair are invariably 
found their old breeding grounds ev- 
ery year. Scattered throughout the 
valley are many large white 
oaks and these the birds secure their 
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food and find suitable 
They apparently remain paired the 
year round and are early nesters. 
earliest nest was found March and 
contained four fresh eggs and the 
middle April would hard se- 
cure fresh eggs. natural cavity 
prefered but occasionally old wood- 
pecker’s cavity used. 

The nest composed grass, moss, 
strings, fur, hair and feathers, which 
materials the cavity usually contains 
large amount. nuthatch close 
sitter and occasionally one more eggs 
are broken while removing 
full set contains from five nine 
eggs, the average being seven eight. 

When the set complete one the 
birds remains the nest and the other 
now leads very active life for 
nishes food for its nesting mate. The 
bird covers considerable ground look- 
ing for food and when reaches tree 
nearly every limb seems searched 
for lurking insects and when one 
secured the bird takes the nearest way 
the tree where its nest concealed, 
and going the cavity delivers the in- 
sect and off again search an- 
other. While searching for food can 
heard calling short intervals and 
during this time that generally 
locate nest, but the bird discovers 
you will change the method reach- 
ing its nest, going round-about way 
and thus often eluding one, matter 
how carefully may watch, and you 
reach the tree and are seen before 
the bird delivers the insect, will not, 
most instances, deliver the food while 
you are about. 

have never found the birds heavy 
timber, but found pair the high 
ridge between Sonoma and Petaluma 
valleys, reach which they must have 
travelled through heavy timber. was 
ideal place for the birds, being 
sparsely covered with large oaks where 
they could find plenty food and good 
nesting sites. observations tend 
show that these birds are beneficial and 
deserving protection from all. 
would like see them increase and 
often wonder what becomes those 


raised this valley. 
HENRY CARRIGER. 
Sonoma, Cal. 
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BY W. H. KOBBE, FT. MASON, SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


{Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Sept. 2, 1899.] 


geographical distribution 

given Davie “Oregon, Wash- 
ington, British Columbia and Southern 
Alaska.” ‘This very true, but the 
center abundance Washington 
State, where observed this chickadee’s 
habits, for the most part Cape Dis- 
appointment. This cape the 
mouth the Columbia River and ex- 
tends about one mile into the ocean. 
very hilly and covered for the most 
part thick fir forests and the surface 
also overgrown with 
growth underbrush which almost 
impenetrable. This seems the fa- 
country for this chickadee. 

During stay the Cape found 
the chickadees very common the 
year round, but especially during 
the rainy winters, when large flocks 
them could seen scrambling about 
the branches the dripping firs 
search insects. They were often ac- 
companied flocks the Oregon 
Chickadee atricapillus occidentalis) 
with whom they seemed very 
good terms. have also seen flocks 
the Golden-crowned Kinglet the 
same tree with the Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees, but cannot say 
mingle freely with the Oregon 
Chickadees. 

Parus rufescens also seemed prefer 
the more open woods along roads and 
trails the dark recesses the fir for- 
ests, and their peculiar lisping notes 
sound quite loud when heard 
places the stillness drizzling day. 
Their notes are something like 
the-te-te pronounced with the tip the 
tongue against the teeth. gener- 
ally keep this lisping while feeding 
and think very likely that call 
note, because have noticed that some- 
times single bird will fly into 
and when utters these notes the 
whole flock follows singly—one bird 
flying the tree time. have 
seen large flocks travel the 
length about thirty fir trees this 
manner. 


During the summer hunted 
diligently for their nests and was re- 
warded finding one May 
that day while hunting along the sides 
hilly canon saw small bird fly- 
ing high over head and, following 
with eye, saw cross the other 
side and enter, or, saw it, fly 
against small black spot large 
dead stub. Upon further examination 
this spot proved small hollow 
the tree, which was five feet diam- 
eter and twenty-five feet high. After 
watching awhile the bird came out and 
was delighted see that was 
Chestnut-backed did 
not seem mind and af- 
ter few minutes re-entered the hole. 
This she did five six times during 
the next half hour and was loss 
know whether she was building 
nest feeding her young, but 
could see nothing her bill 
mined dig the nest out. 

This was easy matter because 
the size the stub, but with the help 
two brothers was finally hoisted 
the opening which was twenty- 
one feet from the ground and one inch 
diameter. When reached the 
height the cavity both parents 
showed good deal anxiety and 
from 
branch branch near-by trees and 
keeping their lisping The 
hollow extended directly downward 
and partition wood about three- 
quarters inch thick separated 
from the outer air. This had 
broken through very carefully, since, 
the cavity contained eggs, any chips 
falling would break them. ‘The nest 
was finally reached, however, six inches 
below the opening and contained seven 
perfectly fresh eggs which were white, 
minutely spotted with reddish specks, 
with the exception one egg, which 
was pure white. showed the fol- 
lowing measurements: .62x.45, 
and .60x 
.42 inches. 

The mass hair, the hollow 


, 
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had the form nest although had 
put itin box prevent from 
falling pieces. composed most- 
feathers and hair with little gray 
moss and noticed number 
Steller’s Jay’s feathers it. meas- 
ures four and inches across and 
about one inch deep 
nothing much handful floor- 
sweepings, especially the kind 
sweep from the floors our skinning 
rooms. Besides this nest found two 
others. one case broke into the 
hollow but eggs were seen, 
the parents deserted account the 
exposure their home. hollow 
was about feet from the ground. 
The third nest contained young and 
was feet up. 


Black Oystercatcher Anacapa Islands. 


June 1899, dropped anch- 
near the southern end Ana- 
capa Island and prepared 
ashcre and collect, although was al- 
ready late the day. While were 
getting ready, shrill whistle was 
noise, and looked up, two large, 
dark-colored birds flew past and lit 
rock near by, still keeping their 
noisy clamor. Their bright red bills and 
identity 
though had hardly expected see 
any the islands. got into the 
skiff and started row around the 
island search landing place, 
from which could reach the top 
the island, easy job anywhere, and 
appearing from the boat almost imposs- 
ible. not gone very far when 
two Oystercatchers were seen some 
rocks. They allowed come with- 
shooting range and dropped one 
with each barrel, one falling dead 
the rocks, while the other, only wound- 
ed, fluttered into the water. 
Although there was strong current 
and heavy swell running, the wound- 
bird swam easily and swiftly an- 
other clump rocks fifty sixty feet 
away, upon which clambered and 
then fell exhausted. was matter 


little difficulty retrieve either 
the birds, and without strong, exper- 


wn 


ienced boatman would have been im- 
possible have brought the boat close 
enough the rocks for 
jump out and in, without having the 
boat dashed pieces. Both birds were 
retrieved without accident, however, 
and went our search for 
landing. Before long saw another 
Oystercatcher similar place the 
others, which was also secured. This 
bird was unsuspicious that were 
within thirty feet before saw 


it, and were obliged 
away before could shot. 
These were all that saw for the 


day, but June when rowed 
along the other two islands the 
group, six eight the birds were 
seen; all, however, places where 
would have been unsafe have taken 
the skiff. All the birds were pairs, 
except one that shot, but dissect- 
ing the three that secured male 
and two females) was evident that 
they were not breeding. All the birds 
that were seen were very tame and un- 
suspicious and paid very little attention 
crops the three birds se- 
cured were filled with small mussels 
and they were all extremely fat. 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Additional Notes the Birds Santa 


Cruz Island, Cal. 


ITH much interest read Mr. 

Jos. Mailliard’s article the 

birds Santa Cruz Island 
the numberof the BULLETIN, 
and finding his 
from mine some particulars, submit 
few notes taken principally the 
west end the island May, 1897. 
June 1895, visited Scorpion 
Harbor for few hours and landed 
the square-looking rock mentioned 
Mr. Mailliard. addition the breed- 
ing gulls and cormorants and 
Baird’s), there were many burrows 
Cassin’s Auklet which contained 
ily incubated eggs young birds. 
the west end the island there 
open, rolling stretch land running 


back from the cliffs along shore. 
this mesa the Horned Larks were 
abundant. While they were all 


pairs and nesting, the nests were found 
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only accident. Two nests were col- 
lected Santa Cruz and one San 
Miguel Islands. They were located 
flushing the bird from the ev- 
ery case the nest was nearly stepped 
before the bird flew and each 
case was placed small bunch 
grass slight hollow and was right 
the feeding ground. found the 
towhee maculatus oregonus) not 
very wild and secured without much 
trouble dozen so. Among those 
taken was partial albino having many 
white feathers scattered the 
black the head and neck. 

deep, rugged canon some dis- 
tance inland found ideal nesting 
place for the Dusky Warblers,—a cool 
stream water with thickets green 
bushes and tangled vines both sides. 
Warblers were seen here but nests 
were found. Flicker’s nest was seen 
tall dead tree the bottom the 
canon and farther down this canon 
found the Santa Cruz Jays nesting. 
saw and collected two three differ- 
ent canons near the ocean specimens 
the song sparrow 
Four five raven’s nests were found, 
one containing four eggs. others 
had young various stages growth. 


The nests were holes among 


rocks and cliffs steep gulches, with 
but one exception. This was placed 
overhanging cliff, twenty feet from 
the top and high above the ocean, and 
contained four young the 8th 
May. 
Berryessa, June 15, 1899. 
Breeding the Dusky Horned Lark East- 
ern Washington. 


the birds met trip 

through the state Washington, 

none were more common than the 
Dusky Horned Lark 
About miles west Walla 
Walla one reaches what known 
Flats,” large space terri- 
tory which few years since was 
ered with sage brush and bunch grass, 
but now all that tillable grain 
and the steep hillsides are pastured. 
the custom among the farmers this 
district summer-fallow one half the 
land each year and was one 


these fields that found this lark nest- 
ing. 

spent some time field 160 
acres, and this field and along road 
near by, hundreds the birds 
daily. There water the dis- 
trict and the farmers haul from riv- 
and place cisterns. From the 
cisterns water drawn for the horses, 
and only place where the birds 
can obtain drink, and common 
sight see numbers them about the 
cistern hot day. The birds often 
remained for hours about the house 
barn, for these furnished about all the 
shade there was some the farms. 

had been the farm few days 
when one bright morning sunrise 
heard birds singing which thought 
were goldfinches, but going outside 
birds but the larks were about and 
soon discovered that they 
songsters. heard them often after 
that and would imagine that was 
California listening the goldfinch, for 
seemed strange find song bird 
such desolate, sandy country. 
the summer-fallowed fields hundreds 
Horned Larks were found, and 
was curious habit the male fly 
into the air and circles 
mount higher and higher ’till was lost 
sight, although one could hear its 
note which was uttered every few sec- 
onds. 

through the fields are nu- 
merous plants called “Chinese lettuce” 
and species lupine and under these 
the birds find nesting place. small 
hollow scraped out and filled with 
pieces wheat straw and dry lupine, 
with fine pieces the latter for lin- 
ing. The eggs are three four num- 
ber and vary considerably. When the 
set incomplete contains fresh eggs 
the bird often leaves the nest before 
you are near, but when the eggs are 
highly incubated the female sets close 
and remains near when disturbed. 
the farmers have the weeds cut each 
yearin the months June July, 
many nests are annually destroyed. 
Two more sets are probably laid 
season saw large young June 
and fresh eggs late July. 

HENRY CARRIGER. 

Sonoma, Cal. 
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Notes California Song Sparrows. 


BY RICHARD C. MCGREGOR, 


fasciata pusillula Ridgway. The Salt Marsh Song Sparrow 
described Mr. Ridgway Jan. 1899, 35) having the “superciliary 
stripe and under parts more less tinged with yellowish, the latter never (?) 
pure white.” twenty-six skins the race before twenty-one 
are more less yellowish. are from the following localities: Alviso, Hay- 
wards, Palo Alto, Alameda and West Berkeley; five from West Berkeley, one 
from Alviso, and one from Alameda, lack the yellowish both superciliary stripe 
and lower parts, but are equally small size. smallest birds 
West Berkeley, Feb. 1889) faintly washed with yellowish breast, belly, 
sides and flanks; throat, chin and superciliary stripe white. Three examples 
(1518, 1529, Alviso, Sept. 1896; and 1634, Haywards salt marsh, Oct. 13, 1894) 
have nearly the whole plumage suffused with dark yellowish, even the median 
crown stripe, neck and back being washed with yellowish. lighter 
yellow birds were taken Palo Alto marsh March. The white birds were 
taken February, one September. 

The specimens hand indicate that the yellowish coloration independent 
season, age, sex condition plumage. seems case parallel that 
Ammodramus sandwichensis bryanti and find that these two 
Ammodrami intergrade beautifully size and the smaller often lighter 
and less yellow than the larger (a/audinus). 

ilar heermanni but very much smaller. Breast and sides conspicuously 
streaked with black; back distinctly streaked; length 4.70; wing 2.10; 
tail the type Mr. Ridgway wrote April 14, 1894: 
type Baird, although unknown locality only ‘California’ being its 
known origin, agrees with the southern coast specimens its less rusty colora- 
tion.” Baird emphasizes the fact that hasthe wing and tail very small. 
Now the white birds which have referred are the smallest song 
sparrows have seen and they agree with Baird’s type, the subspecies would 
stand Melospiza melodia gouldii Baird. Many specimens song sparrows from 
the southern coast district, especially breeding birds, are needed before can 
hope map the range the California 

Measurements are given show the relative sizes Samuels’ and the Salt 
Marsh Song Sparrows. are taken from five skins the white form and ten 
skins each and the yellow 


Wing. Tail. Exposed 


samuelis 2.17-2.39 (2.29) (.42) 


Ammodramus samuelis Baird was described from two birds collected Peta- 
luma, Sonoma County, Samuels. Skins from that exact locality not being 
available, three from San Geronimo, two from Ukiah and one from Cloverdale are 
here taken probably representing this form. Five skins from the west coast 
Mendocino County differ remarkably from these and fact from all others 
series samuelis, some thirty skins, that venture give the coast bird 
new name. 


Melospiza melodia cleonensis, subsp. nov. MENDOCINO SONG SPARROW. 


samuelis but lighter and more rusty; black markings back more 
restricted; spots breast broadly edged with rusty; black side head and neck almost en- 
tirely replaced rusty reddish brown. 
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Type. No. 288, worn nuptial plumage, McGregor Coll., Westport, Mendocino Co., Cali- 
fornia, May 28, 1889. Wing 2.28; tail 2.10; exposed culmen .42. 

Co-type. No. 287, worn nuptial plumage, Coll., Westport, Mendocino Co., Cali- 
fornia, May 28, 1889. Wing 2.38; tail 2.22; exposed culmen .42. 


Range. Coast Mendocino County. 


The name taken from Cleone, the town where three the specimens were 


collected. 


Mr. Anthony has kindly loaned large series song sparrows which 
took Coronado Island, Lower California. These are undoubtedly the same 
variety the sparrow San Clemente Island. The range mel- 
odia therefore extended include the Mexican islands named. 


the specific name melodia (Wilson) reinstated suggested 
the XVI, 183, then the song sparrow described the March 
should stand melodia 


Lassoing California Vulture. 


BY F. STEPHENS, WITCH CREEK, SAN DIEGO CO., CAL, 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, Sept. 2, 1899.1 


being lassoed, but had been some- 

what skeptical the actual occur- 
rence, because had never seen their 
near relatives, the Turkey Vultures, 
gorged the necessary extent. 
others may have doubted the probabil- 
ity this statement also will relate 
the circumstances the capture ofa 
California Vulture near here with 
riata. 

May 24, 1899, was the principal 
dairy the Santa Rancho. 
the afternoon Massimo Morelli, 
Swiss vaquero employed the ranch, 
came and said had that after- 
noon caught California Vulture with 
his riata and was then one the 
other dairies, alive box. ar- 
ranged purchase and sent wagon 
after the bird, which returned with 
after dark. the box was was 
too small allow the bird stand up- 
right changed its quarters, but 
seemed unable stand up. meant 
keep alive some time study its 
habits captivity and photograph it; 
however the morning was dead, 
skinning found the flesh discolored 
the lower part the neck and be- 
lieve the choking the rope caused its 
death. bird was adult male 
fair condition; weight pounds; stom- 
ach nearly empty; length inches; 
spread wing 112 inches. 


heard California Vultures 


have known Morelli several years, 
and know him reliable. ‘The fol- 
lowing his account. the capture. 
was out the range looking after 
the stock usual. Shortly after noon 
saw this vulture the carcass 
the bird seemed stupid 
made and threw his riata 
over its neck before rose. says 
the bifd ran but did not seem able 
fly. The bird proved difficult handle, 
would get away, tied its wings to- 
gether across its back with his handker- 
chief and finally had lash the bird 
pole keep from flapping un- 
der his horse’s feet, was afraid 
drag behind him too much. Massimo 
says when caught the bird dis- 
gorged and stunk horribly. From his 
manner fancied that received more 
the veal than liked. bird 
struck him several severe blows with 
his bill. 


well known member the Club, 
serving his second term principal 
the New Almaden, Cal., public school. 


Jupson Los Angeles has re- 
turned after two years’ absence 
Dawson City, where had mining in- 
terests. 
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Some Winter Birds the Lower Colorado Valley. 


BY W. W. PRICE, STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CAL. 


{Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, July 1, 1899.] 


ROM Noy. Dec. 15, 1898, was spent the Lower Colorado Valley about 
Arizona, the Lower Colorado the head the Gulf California. 

The following notes are given not with any idea completeness, but merely 
containing some the more interesting facts then and there ‘The three 
weeks were exceptionally cold and stormy. The nights were often frosty, ice 
forming rain-pools, even the tide-water Gulf. Many the small 
rodents and all the snakes and lizards had gone into hibernation. 

Coming from the Colorado desert the line the railroad, into the valley 
the Colorado, one passes over gravelly mesa, thinly grown with Larrea, 
seria, Chenopodium and occasional and reaching the al- 
luvial bottoms, here several miles wide, few mesquite trees are met 
with and everywhere the gray-green arrow-weed borealis), formsa dense, 
almost impenetrable undergrowth from five eight feet high. These thickets 
are the favorite haunts Towhees and countless Intermediate Sparrows. 
Near the river and along the sloughs are occasional cottonwood trees. Here were 
seen many birds mentioned the list that follows. One general feature the 
usual Arizona landscape surprised me,—the apparent absence cacti. Only 
one species was observed, the sandy mesa about Yuma. None 
were noted the alluvial bottoms the Colorado the head the Gulf. 

word the topography. the Arizona and Sonora side the river the 
gently-sloping mesa stretches south and east many miles without its 
surface, bounded only the extreme eastern horizon barren, desert moun- 
tains. the Californian side, between the river and the lofty Cordillera, the 
isolated desert ranges are more numerous. these the Pinto, Cocopah and My- 
ola are the largest and from distance few miles seem absolutely destitute 
vegetation. this region much the country lower than the banks the 
Colorado, and subject overflow during the summer floods June and July, 
when the snow melts the sources the river. little south the Arizona— 
Sonora line and about ten miles west the river are some very remarkable hot 
springs and mud head the Gulf are wide, level mud-flats 
made silt continually brought down the river. the Californian 
side these are much greater extent,—desolate flats, forty fifty miles long and 
from ten twenty miles wide which absolutely nothing grows. They lie 
close about the foothills the desert mountains and are everywhere saline. 

Over the southern part meander shallow sloughs crystal water intensely 
salt that great masses pure rock salt cover the bottoms and are piled 
glistening banks along the margins. places the surface the flats soft, 
slimy mud into which the foot sinks inch more; other places the surface 
hard, cracked the sun and covered salt incrustation. This 
whole region overflowed the high spring and summer tides, the height 
which determined the direction the wind and the volume water the 
river. southern gale the time the summer floods causes the rise 
the tides. All along the river bank gulf shore, and sometimes seattered 
far inland over the mud flats, are great drift brought down the 
floods. these may noticed many kinds woods:—logs willow, 
wood, pine and juniper with occasional railway ties and bridge timbers. 

From Yuma southward the Gulf California there seem three dis- 
tinctive floral areas, but the bird life does not appear clearly differentiated. 
First: there the flora the sandy, gravelly mesa, more typically “desert” than 
that either the other floral areas. characterized uniform 
growth Larrea tridentata through which are interspersed occasional bushes 
Asclepias subulata, Dalea emoryi, splendens, Franseria 


and Tue vegetation nowhere dense; the 


— 
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individual plants are from 100 feet more apart, often with sand wind- 
heaped about their bases. Second: the flora the alluvial river-bottom, which 
may again divided into the area annually overflowed the river and that ly- 
ing few feet higher and adjoining the desert mesa. flora changes immedi- 
ately entering the river bottom which separated from the mesa irregular 
bluffs 100 feet high. abounds with occasional clumps Baccharis, 
Chenopodium, Atriplex, scattering growth two mesquites, Prosopis juliflora and 
pubescens. Nearer the river and the many lagoons, which mark old river beds, 
are cottonwood, Populus fremontii, willow, Salix with undergrowth 
tule, cane and occasional dense thickets hemp.” Along the ditches and 
some the overflowed land glauca, canadense and Amaran- 
thus grow profusion. the lower river below the limit wil- 
low, cottonwood and “hemp” and along the Gulf are wide meadows sea grass, 
Uniola palmeri, and scattering bunches another Chenopodium, and 
lachys, both large bushes from three eight feet high. 

route lay from Yuma south team into Sonora about fifty miles south 
the line, thence boat fifty miles the mouth the river and south the 
Gulf about forty miles point the Californian shore; thence back Yuma 
land, usually near the river bank. 

Aechmophorus occidentalis. GREBE. large grebe which took 
this species was often seen about our boat the mouth the Colorado. 

Podilymbus podiceps. GREBE. Several specimens seen slough 
about six miles south Yuma. 

Uriasp? Abundant off Montague Island the head the 
Gulf. 

Larus occidentalis. Abundant along the Gulf shore, and 
noted many points along the river within forty miles Yuma. 

served wheeling over freshly plowed field near Yuma 29. They some- 
times dropped for moment the ground picking insects worms. 

Sterna ———sp? large tern was noted the Gulf. 

Sterna ———sp? tern about the size fosteri was seen following the 
tides back and forth the lower river and opposite Montague Island. 

was observed along the lower river but specimens were taken. 

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. AM. WHITE PELICAN. Extremely abundant along 
the lower river and Gulf. December hundreds flocks were ob- 
served flying southerly direction over point miles north the Gulf. 
times several flocks would unite into one immense gathering and fairly darken 
the sky with their evolutions. bird was noted all the bars along the river 
and often would seen fishing. 

Anas boschas. Common; several shot. 

Anas small flock seen lagoon south Yuma 
Nov. 27. 

Anas carolinensis. GREEN-WINGED TEAL. Common. 

Spatula clypeata. SHOVELLER. Common many points along the river 

Aythya ScAuP Duck. One was shot the lower river. 

this species were seen the head the Gulf. 

Charitonetta Several seen the lower river. 

Noted Gulf below Montague Island. 

Oidemia deglandi. Noted near the Californian 
shore twenty miles below Montague Island. 

Branta ———sp? brant, probably was abundant 
everywhere along the river south the line. Great numbers were seen ona 
salt pond, called Laguna Salada, about forty miles south the line. They were 
especially abundant the various mud flats near the slough. 


Fw 
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Ardea BLUE Abundant along the whole river. 
the Californian shore the Gulf miles south the mouth the 
river they were sometimes seen, three four congregated together des- 
olate shore line. 

Ardea virescens. GREEN HERON. was shot about six miles south 

along the river and sloughs, from Yuma south within ten miles the mouth 
the river. 

Grus mexicana, CRANE. Abundant salt flat, Laguna Sal- 
ada, and often seen along the river. According the Mexicans they feed 
large numbers the bulbous root some plant the over-flowed ground and 
are numerous according the abundance this food. 

Fulica AMERICAN Common all the fresh water 
lagoons and sloughs. 

bairdi. SANDPIPER. Abundant along the river and Gulf 
shore. 

Ereunetes occidentalis. SANDPIPER. few sandpipers were noted 
along the Colorado Yuma. 

Limosa MARBLED Abundant mud shore line about 
miles below the mouth the Colorado. dozen were killed with dis- 
charge the gun. 

semipalmata WILLET. Common along the 
river; often three four could seen together the mud-flats the water’s 
edge. 

CURLEW. Common the lower river 
and often seen the mesa many miles from water. 

Aegialitis Not uncommon about Yuma and south 
salt water the river. 

Callipepla PARTRIDGE. Abundant the river bottom 
the Colorado about ten miles above the mouth. Here the last timber gives 
way the wide salt marshes and mud flats. 

Zenaidura MOURNING Common Colorado Valley about 
Yuma. 

Columbigallina passerina GROUND ‘Two three 
individuals were seen few miles south Yuma and Dec. 13. 

Cathartes TURKEY VULTURE. Noted about 

Accipiter SHARP-SHINNED HAwk. Noted many times along the 
river the thickets willow and cottonwood. 

Accipiter cooperi. single specimen was shot 
slough near Yuma. 

borealis calurus. Common over the whole region 
north salt water the river. 

Buteo great fire the marsh lands 
and cane-brakes about fifty miles south the Arizona line Dec. attracted hun- 
dreds these birds, undoubtedly prey upon the abundant cotton rats 
don), and other rodents driven from their retreats the heat. Some were cir- 
cling high the air, others wheeling plunging into the dense black smoke. 
few individuals this hawk were seen Yuma. 

Aquila EAGLE. specimen was seen the 
bank the Colorado, short distance above Montague Island. 

Falco peregrinus One was observed the Califor- 
nian shore the Gulf below Montague Island. 

Falco sparverius SPARROW Common every- 
where along the river. When were out the Gulf many miles from land, 
male alighted for moment the boom our little schooner. 


2 

a 


species was seen slough south Yuma. 

the Lower Colorado. 

nearly related was heard about our camps along the river. 

Bubo virginianus subarticus. HORNED Several were seen 
night-fall along the river; they were often heard night. 

the mesa near Yuma. 

Geococcyx ROADRUNNER. Common about Yuma and south 
nearly the Gulf. 

BELTED KINGFISHER. few were seen along the river. 

Dryobates scalaris Common the river 
bottom and south far the timber extends. 

timber along the river bottoms. 

Calaptes RED-SHAFTED FLICKER. Common the river bottom. 

open sandy spot above camp the evening Dec. but not taken. 

was seen about the blossoms the tree tobacco near Yuma. 

Gulf. one apparently home the barren foot-hills west the mud flats 
and about twenty miles south the mouth the Colorado. 

BLACK Several seen along the Colorado. 

the river bottom south Yuma, usually near the neighborhood water. 

about Yuma and sandy soil along the lower Colorado. 

Corvus corax sinuatus. AMERICAN RAVEN. Commen about Yuma. 
birds seen may possibly have been the White-necked Raven, specimens 
were examined. 

Yuma. 

seen about Yuma and along sloughs few miles south the line. 

Sturnella magna neglecta. WESTERN MEADOWLARK. was 
common hay fields the bottoms south Yuma. 

Scolecophagus BREWER’S BLACKBIRD. Common about Yuma 
and many points along the river. 

Carpodacus mexicanus Abundant great flocks 
the bottoms. 

Astragalinus few birds seen about 
Yuma and along the river. Dec. immense flocks were seen feeding the 
seeds Amaranthus the line. 

were seen the bottoms south Yuma. 

Ammodramus sandwichensis SAVANNA SPARROW. 
few seen hay-fields south Yuma. 

Ammodramus rostratus LucAS LARGE-BILLED SPARROW. 
Quite common the marsh lands the lower river and head the was 
not seen away from the coarse sea grass, palmeri. 

Chondestes grammacus strigatus. LARK few were 
seen about Yuma the open the river bottom. 

abundant all over the bottom lands wherever there were coarse brush 
wood. 
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was shot the mesa Yuma 27. 

SPARROW. Seen only the mesa near Yuma, 

willow thicket near the line, Dec. 

ets along the Colorado. did not observe song sparrow the salt marshes. 

Extremely abundant the river bottoms. 

Abundant wherever there were mes- 
quite trees infested with mistletoe. With many other birds they feed upon the 
ripe berries. 
Lanius ludovicianus SHRIKE. Several were 
seen the mesa and the river bottom. 

river bottom. 

Geothlypis trichas Not uncommon 
the river bottom among tule and cane thickets. 

pensilvanicus Common along the river from Yuma 
salt water. Often seen scattered flocks the sand bars and low banks. 

THRASHER. Common the dry brushy thickets 
the river bottom. 

river bottom. 

river bottom. 

Salpinctes Rock few were seen about deserted and 
ruined buildings Yuma. 

WREN. Observed only once, Dec. 
the bottom near the Sonora line. 

Cistothorus palustris paludicola, Common tule tracts and 
about the salt marshes the head the Gulf. 

sometimes seen scattered flocks ten twenty. 

Regulus KINGLET. Common bottoms wherever 
there were trees 

Polioptila GNATCATCHER. single specimen was 
seen the mesa south the line. 

Sialia mexicana BLUEBIRD. Common the river 
bottom, feeding largely the ripe berries mistletoe. 

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD. Common about alfalfa fields the 
river bottom. did not observe this species feeding the mistletoe. 


Echoes from the Field. 


Bobolink Monterey and White-throated Sparrow Santa Gal. Mr. Littlejohn’s 
capture Bobolink Redwood City not the first record for California. 
Oct. 14, 1896, shot female Bobolink near Monterey. ‘This capture has been re- 
ported different times, but far aware, has not yet appeared print. 

New Day, 1894, took Santa Cruz male White-throated Sparrow 
and later saw another. was the fifth record for the state, four others having 
been previously reported (Merriam). with the four reported Mr. Mc- 
Gregor gives total nine White-throated Sparrows for 
BRENINGER, Phoenix, Arizona. 
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Nesting Notes from Los Angeles, Gal. SNowy PLOVER (Aegialitis Redondo, 
Los Angeles Co., Cal., Apr. 25, 1899. Set three taken. Incubation far ad- 
that the set could not saved. earliest nesting date noted Mr. 
Grinnell’s “List the Birds Ios Angeles Co.,” May 1897. 

AMERICAN Alamitos, Los Angeles Co., Cal., 
May 14, 1899. While tramping through the marsh the north-east end Alam- 
itos Bay American Bittern was flushed and upon search containing 
three eggs was found. The nest was composed dry marsh grass and lined with 
finer grass the same variety; was nearly flat top with only slight de- 
pression the center hold the eggs place. The eggs were fresh. This 
the first instance record this bird breeding Los Angeles Co. 

(Circus hudsonius). Alamitos, May 14, 1899. nest containing 
five young was found Mr. Leland bunch weeds and nettles, sur- 
rounded marsh grass which had recently been cut with mowing machine, 
the operator being kind enough leave the nest and young birds alone. few 
the weeds had been broken down height about eight inches, which 
nest coarse sticks and straw was placed. nest was flat top and meas- 
ured fourteen inches across. The young ranged size from little downy fellow 
one nearly quarter-grown. 

species taken Long Beach Aug. 24, Mr. Grinnell list does not 
note the occurrence this bird Los Angeles Co. 

HOWARD Sta. Los Angeles, Cal. 


Notes the Black Swift Monterey Go., Gal. While spending few days Mon- 
terey Co. fishing trip last June secured several skins the Black Swift 
and noted one two things their actions that might prove interest. The 
birds were seen principally the tops the high ridges company with West- 
ern Martins. The rapidity with which they flew caused many exclamations 
astonishment from our party and made our necks tired from continual twisting 
keep two birds sight once. companion, Mr. Holmes, remarked 
that “rubber neck” would great convenience any one watching the 
One moment bird would directly over and few seconds per- 
haps half mile away. Judging from the company they kept inclined 
think they nest treés with the martins rather than the cliffs with the White- 
throated Swifts. 

The latter species seemed keep more the canons, flying and circling about 
near the cliffs. and had the pleasure looking into the crack 
cliff where one two their nests were hidden, but could not possibly see 
obtain the eggs which were probably several feet. Three four Audubon’s 
Hermit Thrushes were heard singing, usually about dark, high the thick 
redwoods. lonely Cal. Vulture was seen two three times sailing about near 
the summit the range. While coming home along the sea coast 
Heermann’s Gulls was noted flying north close shore. 

Berryessa, Cal., Aug. 14, 


Notes from Los Angeles, Gal. May 1899, great many Brew- 
er’s Sparrows were observed the San Fernando Valley. majority those 
seen were pairs, and the males were generally sitting the tops the bushes, 
singing. May revisited the place and while they were not numer- 
ous before, quite number were seen. One nest was found containing three 
young. was built candle cactus main stem and about one foot 
from the ground, and was composed mainly small rootlets and was not appar- 
ently lined with any finer material. The young were only day two old. 

Zonotrichia leucophrys. this bird has not been recorded from Los An- 
geles County before, believe that regular here, though prob- 
ably not any great numbers. April 22, 1898, shot adult female from 
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flock Intermediate Sparrows. April 26, 1899, secured another, also fe- 
male, and March 29, 1899, saw one which did not shoot. was feeding 
the yard with the chickens and was within ten feet could easily dis- 
tinguish from the Intermediate Sparrows about. 

Junco Nov. 1898, shot two Slate-colored Juncos, both males. 
These two birds were themselves, though saw large flock Thurber’s Jun- 
cos but short distance from where secured them. 

Coccothraustes vespertinus Oct. 30, 1898, the summit Mt. Wil- 
son, secured two adult female Western Evening Grosbeaks. others were 
seen during the two days remained the locality. 

Sitta canadensis. the fall 1898 found the Canada Nuthatch comparatively 
abundant the vicinity Los Angeles. shot the first Sept. and was 
very much surprised finding this species far from the mountains. 
few days later secured another and from then they were seen almost daily 
until about the middle October when they disappeared. Mr. Robertson informs 
that saw one pepper tree the extreme end Point Firmin 
Sept. 1898. 

diate Sparrow Feb. 1899. This bird normal except for the tail, which 
white with dusky bar across near the tip. One tail feather normal color 
and about inch longer than the others. 

almost all the primaries and secondaries each wing, pure white. did not 
shoot and have seen several times since the same place, where there 
colony breeding. Bradbury Blk., Los Angeles, Cal. 


Nesting the Galifornia Guckoo. Six o’clock the evening June 17, 1899, found 

trudging wearily along the bank running stream about ten miles north 
San Jose. had been out all day and having had poor luck had given collect- 
ing and was walking back the wagon road along the creek bank horse. 
the stream and the road growth young willow and maple trees 
into which cast occasional glances. rustle, and seeing bird leave 
clump willows stopped, and noticed nest near the top one the trees, 
and took nest the Black-headed Grosbeak. One the boys who was 
with climbed the nest and reported three plain blue eggs, which once 
concluded were eggs the California Cuckoo. 

The bird left the vicinity and did not return, but the glance had her she 
left the trees was enough assure that identification was correct. The 
nest was the top small willow, fork, nine feet from the ground and 
was very frail structure, composed twigs, straw and rootlets, well hollowed, 
and sparingly lined with fine grasses. The eggs are three number, greenish- 
blue color and very much resemble eggs the Cuckoo 
collection. One them was fresh, the others slightly incubated. same day 
found shell egg this species the ground, which had evidently 
been hatched, but half hour’s search failed reveal the nest. another place 
bird was seen conclude that they breed sparingly the locality every 
year. ATKINSON, Santa Clara, Cal. Aug. 13, ’99. 


Notes from Alameda, Gal. Oct. 1898, took Western Winter Wren, the third 
ever noted this district. Shot Californian Thrasher that was singing, 
perched top bush. Like many others its kind was covered with ver- 
min, especially the neck and Perhaps the bird’s bill long 
prevent reaching these parts. Does the usually sing? 

American Pipits were noted sparingly the Coast Range Mts. along the bound- 
ary Alameda and Contra Costa counties These were late mi- 
grate were possibly about breed there. Long-tailed Chats were common 
usual localities visited this season, but the birds were seldom seen account 
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male was perched upon small tree-top along the county 


road the town Haywards, singing away apparent security. 
discovered three nests the Western May ina patch 


rushes, overgrown with willows. 


Two were deserted and the third, which was 


quite large and elaborately constructed dead blades cat-tails and sparsely 
lined with the long hair cattle, was thrust sideways, cow perhaps, and 
contained four fresh eggs, two which were slightly damaged. 

about one-half the completed nests Pileolated Warbler have found, the 


bird has deserted her nest and the immediate premises. 


April 30, 1899, Mr. 


Harry Sheldon and were collecting along creek when made the unusual 
find nest and five eggs the Russet-backed Thrush, which secured.—D. 


Alameda, Cal., July 15, 


The Nesting Haunts the Black-throated 


Gray Warbler. 


accompanying plate represents 
one those charming bits wood- 

land which Messrs. Henry Car- 
riger, John Welch and the writer 
were permitted pass through the 
Sierra Nevada Mts. early June 
this year. The camera 
the mere outlines the scene, but the 
freshness and brilliancy the morning 
and the ecstatic songs the woods’ 
feathered denizens are necessity 
lacking. were roaming aimlessly 
through the woods, following only such 
paths fancy might dictate, when Mr. 
attention was drawn 
neat, greyish nest the drooping limb 
throated Gray Warblers presently 
claimed ownership. Being near road- 
house short ladder was secured later 
the day and the set collected its 
original limb. 

Mr. Carriger contributes the follow- 
ing notes this species from his 
experiences: Black-throated Gray 
Warbler was probably the commonest 
warbler met with our trip and 
number nests were located. Several 
were found the deer brush 
othus) from five nine feet and 
two were placed pines, one twelve 
feet small limb (shown the 
illustration) and another feet 
horizontal limb. birds showed 
little anxiety and would fly off our 
approach and remain near by, chirping 
While photographing the 
nest both birds remained the pine 
overhead but did not approach nearer 
than ten feet. While often heard 


this warbler singing, few were noticed 
excepting such occasions when 
collected nest.” 

The scene portrayed the plate 
ideal one the open growths the 
tion step from the deep, dark timber 
where the reign Silence seldom 
broken and where the birds seem loath 
commit the sacrilege song, the 
open hillsides where the carpet lux- 
uriant misery” ever green, 
and where the sunlight sifts down 
fantastic shafts through the pines and 
cedars with beautiful varied effects. 
Here the warblers and vireos pour forth 
their most exquisite songs and the 
creepers and nuthatches industriously 
gyrate and down the oaks and pines 
while the woodpeckers and sapsuckers 
drum idly the dead stubs. Here all 
bird life dwells seeming harmony, 
and recurrent thoughts carry one 
back the hum-drum city life al- 
most wish might linger alway this 
idyllic spot. 

RALPH ARNOLD, member the 
Cooper Club, was united marriage Miss 
Frankie Winninette Stokes Alhambra, Cal., 
July 12, 1899. Mr. Arnold has always been 
one the most active members the Club 
and has done extensive work ornithology 
throughout Los Angeles County, his former 
home. was president and graduate 
the class Stanford University, where 


his popularity throughout his several years’ 
course was unbounded. leader the Stan- 


ford Mandolin Club the University and 


its numerous tours, added constantly 
already large cirele friends, all whom will 
join cordially congratulating him one 
most worthy the fair bride has won from 
the Southland. Mrs. Arnold will lo- 


cate Menlo Park, Cal. 
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Photo by C. Barlow. 


NESTING HAUNTS THE BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER. 


(Showing Carriger collecting nest, company with Jno. Welch.) 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


With this issne the publishes Mr. 
list the winter birds the 
Lower Colorado Valley which the first 
valuable lists appear its col- 
umns from time time. Local lists, those 
covering defined areas which are subject 
certain peculiar climatic conditions, well 
lists which represent the ornithology cer- 
tain mountainous districts rivers, all have 
value, that purely local list being rel- 
atively less value than one covering gener- 
ally known region interest. The value 
ical preface which should and usually does 
precede the list proper, thus giving the reader 
perfect idea the environments which 
the birds noted are found, and from which 
much may learned the preferences in- 
dividual bird species for certain areas. 

list any section unusual interest once 
recorded becomes basis for future workers 
the same region and there remain many areas 
California from which thorough lists would 
value present and future bird students. 
Each member the Club should work 
which may add from year year, always 
finding the extension his list incent- 
ive hunt out and add new records time 
permits him afield. 


> 


ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 


Contributions which have appeared the 
BULLETIN for with very few exceptions, 
have been from members the Cooper Club. 
All articles appearing the BULLETIN consti- 
tute, sense, the proceedings the Club, 
and papers which are indicated having been 
read before meeting Division 
not necessity bear any distinction over 
those which are printed without the usual pre- 
sentation before the Club. The transactions 


the Club are formally presented majority 
its members for the first time through the 
BULLETIN and whether not paper given 
formal reading depends largely upon the 
date its receipt. Thus all contributions are 
placed equal footing in-so-far 
status part the the 
Club concerned. 


Our modest though wide-awake contempor- 
ary, the has introduced 
valuable and interesting feature its June 
July number the form complete biblio- 
graphy the ornithological articles appearing 
current North American scientific journals. 
Thus glance, one may know just what has 
been published from the the articles, 
and simple index the magazine which 
the article was printed indicated. This de- 
partment the will prove satisfac- 
tion all ornithological workers, who will 
also appreciate recent photograph Mr. 
Lattin appearing frontispiece the 


issuc. 


for July, 1899, appears bricf, 
sensible discourse which shown the 
lacy the argument recently introduced 
writers attempting mitigate the 
sentiment which has attached the necdless 
killing birds bringing the proposition 
that cruel kill domestic fowls. 
The writer shows that the case the do- 
mestic fowl within the province man, 


and his interests, keep even the ratio 


supply those destroyed. With the birds, 
man’s agency simply kill, without the 
means ability restore. 


With the next and last number the year 
shall print complete list the members 
the Club, together with their current ad- 
dresses. the way, non-subscribers will ob- 
serve that the BULLETIN nearing its first 
mile stone, having appeared promptly 
the each publishing mouth, 
and those who wish the file complete will 
well order while possible secure 
back numbers. The BULLETIN pre- 
sent the latest and freshest bird news, point 
which invite comparison. 


What has become the Life History Com- 
mittee the Southern Division and the ex- 
plan work upon whieh com- 


entitled Night Sea’’ will one the 
features our number. 


BULLETIN THE COOPER ORNITHOLOGICAL CLUB. 


Correspondence. 
The Individuality of Eggs. 


the individuality the Oregon Towhee 
observed him, peculiar characteristics 
particular pairs reappearing from sea- 
son season, and states: can never think 
otherwise than that Major Bendire was correct 
asserting that eggs individual birds 
consecutive sets bear marked resemblance 
each 

inclined believe Mr. Cohen error 
crediting the theory individuality the 
lamented Major Bendire. That learned Oolo- 
gist was, fact, somewhat skeptical when the 
writer first published paper 7he Nidologist 
this interesting subject, taking for example 
the the Golden Eagle ob- 
served the case particular pairs consecu- 
tively for number years. 

Mr. William Steinbeck Hollister, Cal., 
has assured that his extensive experience 
collecting sets eggs the Golden Eagle 
San Benito county fully bears out the asser- 
tion the theory individuality. Mr. 
Ingersoll informs that has collected 
San for five years past, and each in- 
stance egg the set was almost immacu- 
late. contravention the theory which 
these instances support, Major Bendire stated 
these birds are usually seen only pairs all 
times the year, inclined believe 
they remain mated for life, notwithstanding 
the fact that the eggs differ very 
markings from year year, although coming 
from the same nest and evidently from the 
same pair 


A PROTEST. 


the Apr., 1888, 168, Mr. Am- 
ory Jeffries describes violajugulum, 
taken April Santa Barbara, Cal. The 
type has remained unique until this day and 
now high time, think, enter protest 
against retaining this name upon the Check- 
list North American Birds. With the nu- 
merous collectors and active work that has 
done California since that date, 
hardly necessary point out that this was 
valid species other individuals would have 
been secured long ere Whether this 
surely deserves better place among the 
North American birds than Townsend’s Bunt- 
ing, Lawrence’s, Cincinnati, Car- 
bonated Warblers, Kinglet, etc. This 
form has stood upon the Checklist long enough 
tion restricted the 
which its undoubted place residence, and 
sincerely hoped that when the Coo- 
per Club issues its list California birds that 
this will placed upon such list the Club’s 
resume the avi-fauna the state. 

Along with the above species would also 
well for members Committee the 


State List inquire into the claim 
coturniculus (Ridgway) Nat. VII, Feb. 
1874, and Proc. Nat. Mus. XIII, 
pp. 309-311] has place among the 
birds California. The recent extensive col- 
lecting the Farallones has demonstrated its 
absence from the islands. Was not the typ 
specimen erroneously labeled Mr. 
Martin, who presented the National 
Museum? any rate this matter will also 
stand some further investigation. proves 
straggler from the Galapagos sug- 
gested Mr. Ridgway, well and good, but 
not, and the type remains unique, then de- 
serves asimilar 7rochilus 

Two minor notes the 2nd edition the 
Checklist which have come under notice 
may interest members the Club. the 
ninth the Checklist, XVI, 
Jan., 111, new hummingbird, 
morcomt added the list. The 
reference before it, hence have 176 
the specific but reference. have 
not access the original literature, but Ridg- 
way Zand Elliott both give the same. 
Hence should not insert the following 
176 before No. 435:— 

Genus 

Atthis, Reich. der Colib., 1853, 12. 
Type, Ornysmia heloisa, Less and 

Under scalaris BREWSTER, 34, 
the reference should July 1886, 
3go (tot 300). 

ROBERT BAIRD McLain, Wheeling, Va. 
1. Hummingbirds, Rept. Nat. Mus. 1890 (1892) p. So. 
2. Class and Syn. Trochil, 1879, p. 113. 


Mm M 
Book Reviews. 


Lyman Belding, 1886, pp. Man- 
uscript type-written copy. (Received the 
Cooper Ornithologica! Club March 1897). 

This volume was prepared Mr. Belding 
for the Division Economic Ornithology and 
Mammalogy the United States Department 
Agriculture, now the Biological Survey. 
The book was intended companion 
volume to Land Birds of the ‘acific District 
and had been printed ten years ago, would 
have been the greatest service workers 
along our coast. Mr. Belding has generously 
presented his bound manuscript the Cooper 
Club. the preface written especially the 
Club, Mr. Belding says: 

notes water birds which received 
from the observers the district are still in- 
corporated this volume, except few Mr. 
Emerson’s, which came too for 

reversing the Check List the 
whereby the water birds came first 
the list, instead last, formerly, found 
unprepared give the time the water birds 
that needed, and supposing that the water 
birds would soon needed for publication, 
made hurried compilation, finished five 
six weeks and this the 

Water Birds contains remarks 156 species, 
compiled largely from published works 
Baird, Ridgway, Cooper, Suckley, Heermann, 
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Townsend, Evermann, Henshaw and 
These are supplemented original 
notes supplied various observers the Pa- 
cific District, including about the same men 
furnished notes for the Land The hab- 
itat each species given under the trivial 
and scientific names, followed notes dis- 
tribution, migration, feeding, nesting and gen- 
eral habits. The notes most species are 
very copious, covering many cases three 
and four pages. Each statement preceded 
the name the author, thus following the 
plan which was found satisfactory the 
previous volume. The work especially val- 
uable account the exact records 
made for California species, which notes Mr. 
Belding has supplied large portion from his 
own observations. spite its being thir- 
teen years old the book would furnish with 
good basis for our proposed State List. 

Mr. Belding’s own extensive and long con- 
tinued observations this coast have partic- 
ularly fitted him for the preparation this 
much-needed paper and regret that has 
not been made available for general use, 
far the best thing its kind which has 
been done for the state. Some would perhaps 
object that the quotations are too lengthy, but 
believe this one its virtues, too often 
lacking scientific works similar nature, 


letter received from Dawson City under 
date Aug. Mr. Wilfred Osgood the 
Biological Survey expedition writes the 
good health and good work the party 
date. Among others the eggs the Varied 
Thrush had been taken. 


Official Minutes Northern Division. 


Regular bi-monthly meeting held Hay- 
wards, Cal., with Otto Emerson presiding. 
W.H. Kobbe Ft. Mason, San Francisco, 
was elected active membership. 
amounting $3.73 for current expenses were 
the secretary. The names Cloud 
Rutter Stanford University and Lawrence 
Kessing Alameda were proposed for active 
membership. Votes thanks were tendered 
the Buffalo Society Natural Sciences, 
Frean Morcom, Taylor, Beck and 
Carriger for donations the club. 
half-tone the adopted club crest was ordered 
made once. petition change the pres- 
ent name the BULLETIN that “The 
was introduced writing, 
passed, and referred the Southern Di- 
vision for action. adopted, this change 
will take effect with the January issue. Mr. 
Barlow read letter from Osgood, dated 
Dawson City. Papers were read follows: 
Northern Record for the Black-chinned 
Kobbe. Adjourned meet Nov. 

BARLOw, Division Secretary. 


Official Minutes Southern Division. 


The August meeting the Southern Di- 
vision was held Aug. 403 Bradbury Block, 
Los Angeles, Pres. McCormick presiding. 
Seven members were present. The following 
members were dropped from the roll for non- 
payment dues: Roy Blackman, 
Garnier, Jewett, Bert Robbins, 
Swales, Williams and Otto Zahn. The 
name Dunn Fullerton was pro- 
posed for active membership Mr. Daggett. 
Messrs. Swarth and Robertson were appointed 
committee arrange the outing 
meeting. Mr. Daggett gave interesting ac- 
count his trip Mt. Whitney and read ex- 
tracts from letter recently received from Jos. 
Grinnell, now Cape Nome, Alaska. The 
following papers were read: Flycatchers 
Arizona,” (embracing the Sulphur-bellied, 
Olivaceous and Buff-breasted) How- 
ard; “Notes the Gray-crowned Leucosticte 
Daggett, and two papers from the Northern 
Division. HOWARD ROBERTSON, 

Division Secretary. 


Publications Received. 


Bird No. Aug., 1899. 

Bulletin the Buffalo Society Nat. Sci- 
ences, Vols. IV, complete and Vol. 
VI, No. 

Bulletin the Agriculture, Nos. 
and (to complete files). 

No. April, 1899. 

16, Mch.,—April, 1899. 

Journal the Maine Ornithological Society, 

Maine Sportsman, V1, and 72, July 
and August, 1899. 

Museum, Nos. and July and August, 
1899. 

North American Fauna, Nos. and 12, (to 
complete files.) 

North American 15, Aug. 1899. 

and August, 

Ornithologisches Jahrbuch, Nos. and 
4, Jan.-Aug., 1899. 

Osprey, No. 10, June, 

Plant World, Nos. and 11, July and 
August, 1899. 

Recreation, X1, No. August, 

Sports Afield, Nos. and July, 
August and September, 1899. 

Wilson Bulletin, No. 27, July, 1899. 


The expedition sent the Galapagos Islands 
Hon. Timothy Hopkins the interests 
the Stanford University has returned after 
ten months’ collecting trip, bringing much 
valuable material all branches science, 
including several new species birds from 
formerly unvisited islands. Edmund Heller 
ford University, were charge the expedi- 
tion. 
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Exchange Notices. 

Each member the Club, notin arrears for 
words each during the year; subscribers, 
one such notice. 


For common 
Cal. eggs for same other localities. 
Among sets are some fine series 
360a, 342, 337b, 430, 431, 
708, 487, 365, 127 and the 
like. Send list and receive mine. 

CHAMBERS, 

Santa Monica, Cal. 


WANTED, complete, first class sets 
from reliable and experienced collectors: 
718, 713, 705, 683, 681, 648, 
637, 631, 616, 604, 601, 593, 587, 
563, 550, 546, 542a, 540, 507, 
501, 477, 467, 465, 461, 452, 448, 
447, 444, 443, 423, 412, 406, 388, 
212, 211, 140, 120a, 120b, 
80, 77, 74, 70, 69, 63, 
wanted good. Can offer sets and 
skins species from this local- 
ity. DONALD 

Alameda, Cal. 

Birdsy! 


Bright! Breezy! 


The OSPREY: 


A Monthly Magazine of.... 


Popular Ornithology. 
Profusely Illustrated. 


Edited Dr. THEODORE GILL. 


THE published Nos. 
321-323 Street, Washington, 
C., THE Publishing Com- 
pany, whom subscriptions adver- 
tisements, and all business 
nications, should addressed. Ar- 
ticles intended for publication, and 
books for review should addressed 
the Company, Wash- 
ington, 

Subscription, One Dollar Year. 
Single Numbers, cents. Back 
Numbers rates. Write for 
Club rates. 


THE OOLOGIST 


Albion, 
the Oldest Publication 


THE the cheapest 
publication the world (for 
only cents you receive $1.00 worth 
premiums, your selection, 
worth advertising and the OOLOGIST 
for whole year.) 

THE has larger paid 
than all other pub- 
lications America combined. 

has long been recog- 
nized the best Advertising 
its the world. The 
-the leading Agricul- 
tural newspaper America, and 
soliciting advertising for its columns, 
makes its strongest hit the fol- 
lowing statement: “As quantity 
circulation publishes many more 
Ads’ than other papers com- 
bined. You doubtless know what 
Ad’ must and 


always 


circulation 


From this same stand point THE 
tank among publications 
devoted not only Ornithology but 
Natural History well, identical 
that the GENTLEMEN 
among agricultural 

has very few half- 
tones and contains only pages each 
ing. 

During the past fifteen yeats, (THE 
age) superior 
inferior dropped the 
way. THE however, 
still issued each month and sample 
copy recent issue can always 
obtained addressing postal 


Frank Publisher, 
Albion, 


for October will contain 
article the 


Americ: 


its first President, Dr. 


founders the Union. This 
portraits Professor 
Hart 


tional interest bird stud 


Merriam, William Brey 


n+ 


ALLEN, illustrated 
,0tograph, 
Baird, Robert Ridgway, 


yster and other prominent ornithologists and excep- 


Ornithologists’ Union 


plate showing the 
not before been published, 


Allen, Elliott Coues, 


which has 


Price, Copy, $4.00 Year. 
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The 


Company, 


or to Brrp LORE, 
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criptions may sent 
Fifth Avenue; New York City 


Englewood, New Jersey. 


YOUR RENEWALS 


Perhaps you are thinking 
new subscriptions Let figure 
your wants. guarantee you the 


lowest prices obtainable and prompt and 
satisfactory service. Clubs, Reading 
Rooms, Libraries and will 
well get their wants be- 
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fore placing orders. few specimen 
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